
Activity

Step One:
After reading the blog post 
and infographic have 
students choose one 
innovation:

For the
Class

• Flight Simulator
• Bell 47 Helicopter
• Bell X-1
• Autopilot
• Boeing 707
• Explorer 1
• Lockheed D-21 Drone
• Apollo 11

Ask:
What problem did this 
invention solve?
How did it change aviation 
or space exploration?
Why was it important at the 
time?

Step Two:
Challenge students to become aerospace 
engineers and invent the next big 
breakthrough.

Their invention could:

• Make flying safer
• Help protect the environment
• Improve space travel
• Assist pilots
• Help during emergencies
• Make air travel faster or more 

accessible

Step Three:
Have students write a headline that might 
appear in a newspaper 50 years from 
now.
Example:
"Solar-Powered Rescue Drone Saves 
Thousands During Natural Disasters"


